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Daniel Tatum, ninth presi­
dent of Spelman College. 




America is at war to 
spread and defend 
democracy, but what is 
being done to preserve 
basic rights here in the 
States? Read the per­
spective, “The Price of 





Dr. Beverly Daniel Tatum’s 
Inaugural address focused on 
making Spelman "nothing less 
than the best for the next centu­
ry of Spelman women"—which 
many students agree is already 
in the works for those currently 
enrolled.
Dr. Tatum provided a five- 
point plan in her speech, which 
she will implement as President 
of the college. This includes 
striving for academic excel­
lence through the recruitment 
and retention of faculty and stu­
dents, maintaining focus on 
leadership development, 
improving our environment 
through enhancement of the 
neighborhood and the campus, 
increasing visibility so our 
accomplishments are apparent 
to everyone, and being a model 
of exemplary customer service.
"We want to make sure that 
Spelman remains alive. A 
strong and vital learning com­
munity," said Dr. Tatum during 
her Inaugural Ceremony, which 
was held in The Martin Luther 
King Jr. International Chapel at 
Morehouse College last 
Saturday, and attended by 
Spelman faculty, alumnae, dele­
gates from various colleges and 
universities-across the country, 
students and friends.
Students also participated 
in activities such as the 
Inaugural Symposia, held at the 
college on Friday. The sym-
AUC students protest war against Iraq
• As the U.S. goes to war, 
people all over the world 
continue to strive for peace.
Cianci Cochran 
News Editor
March 19, 2003, marked 
the day that President George 
W. Bush officially declared 
war against Saddam Hussein.
The AUC Peace Coalition 
called for students to walk 
about of their classes the next 
day. Students, faculty and 
members of the community 
marched around Spelman’s 
campus, chanting peace slo­
gans.
The protestors gathered in 
front of the Cosby building 
and gave people the opportuni­
ty to voice their opinions about 
the war. Sarah Thompson, one 
of the rally’s organizers, led
PHOTO I www.spelman.edu
Dr. Tatum delivers her inaugural speech during the ceremony at King Chapel.
posia included a variety of ses­
sions throughout the day such 
as "In Search of Social Justice: 
Issues and Activism in the 21 st 
Century where Coretta Scott 
King, Founder, The King 
Center, Andrew J. Young, for­
mer Ambassador to the United 
Nations, and Walter Fauntroy, 
former Congressman, District 
of Columbia, were panelists. 
The day culminated with a dis­
cussion on "Education in the 
21st Century: Issues and 
Challenges" with panelists
the crowd through a pledge of 
resistance. The crowd walked 
through the AUC and continued 
to the Five Points area where 
they joined other Atlanta pro­
testors.
Although there are many 
people worldwide who continue 
to stand for peace, many believe 
the anti-war demonstrations are 
distracting and unnecessary.
Several polls conducted 
since the war commenced show 
that people believe protestors 
are unpatriotic and anti- 
American. There are also 
reports that people think protes­
tors present a security risk; that 
since police officers have to 
turn their attention to the rallies 
they are turning their attention 
away from a possible terrorist 
attack.
“I believe the demonstra­
tions are a little late, because
Johnetta B. Cole, former 
President of Spelman College, 
Carol Geary Schneider, presi­
dent of the American 
Association of Colleges and 
Universities, Henry Louis 
Gates, W.E.B. DuBois 
Professor of Afro-American 
Studies, Harvard University, 
and Ted Shaw, Legal Defense 
Fund, NAACP.
"I think this is a wonderful 
way to get to know our new 
President. We get to see her on 
the social side, instead of just
the war already started," says a 
Morehouse student. However, 
others are very serious about 
speaking out about what has 
named as an “unjust war”. 
Protestors in San Francisco 
and various cities have been 
arrested from creating distur­
bances. The ladies of Code 
Pink have been stationed out­
side of the White House for 
months, selling their buttons 
and ribbon. FMLA and mem­
bers of AUC Peace have 
joined these “Women for 
Peace”.
“We’re glad to see it [stu­
dents protesting],” says a 
Clark Atlanta University fac­
ulty member. “It’s every 
Americans right.” As the 
country continues to wage 
war, the anti-war protestors 
will continue to rally for 
peace.
the business side of Spelman" 
Alicia Burdett, sophomore, said 
in response to the student cele­
bration held on Saturday 
evening, where Dr. Tatum, fac­
ulty, friends and some of her 
family members were also pres­
ent.
"I think this party repre­
sents her spirit," said Cory 
Perwizmik, a sophomore 
domestic-exchange student 
form Dickinson College in 
Pennsylvania. "She’s not just 
this woman on a pedestal. 
She’s dancing with us! That 
shows she really cares."
Dr. Tatum’s two sons also 
expressed their feelings on her 
presidency at Spelman.
"I think she can really 
shine here. She’s always been 
the type of person who is trying 
to help you. She just has this 
way of making things better" 
said David Tatum.
"I’m really happy for my 
Mom. I think that she and 
Spelman are really good for 
each other," Travis Tatum said.
Student Government 
President E. Joyce Iyamu, sen­
ior, commented on the direction 
that she believes the college is 
headed.
"In a way I’m sad to be 
leaving but I know that some­
thing great is about to happen, 
and that greatness comes from 
Dr. Tatum."
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The Spelman Spotlight Is a 
biweekly publication. We welcome 
all submissions. Submissions are 
edited for space and to correct 
errors in grammar and punctuation.
Opinions In the Perspectives sec­
tion of The Spelman Spotlight are 
solely the views of the author, not 
the opinions of The Spelman 
Spotlight. They do no necessarily 
reflect the opinions of Spelman 
College, its administration, or The 
Spelman Spotlight advisor.
Letters and opinions must be 
typed, signed, and include full 
address and telephone number.
Please mail all correspondence to:
The Spelman Spotlight
350 Spelman Lane SW-Box 1234 
Atlanta, Georgia 30314 
Phone: (404) 215-2561
Fax: (404) 215-2780
"The Students’Time has Come!" 
"Increasing Student Involvement in Our Struggle 
for Reparations"
First Annual AUC Reparations Summit 2003
April 11-13, 2003
Clark Atlanta University, Davage Auditorium
Keynote Speakers:
Dr. Imari Obadele
Founder of the Modern Day Reparations Movement
Dr. Raymond Winbush
Editor of Should America Pay: Slavery and the
Raging Debate on Reparations
Charles Barron
New York City Council Member 
42nd District, Brooklyn
For more information please feel free to contact us 
via e-mail at aucreparationssummit@yahoo.com. 
You may also contact AUC Summit Coordinator 
Shaka Barrett at (404) 373 - 0156.
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Lethal Mystery Pneumonia Strikes Asia
Danielle Wright
Health Editor
Heath experts from across 
the globe are working to iden­
tify a deadly new pneumonia­
like disease that has killed nine 
and struck 150 people ill.
A worldwide health alert 
was issued last Saturday by the 
World Health Organization 
(WHO). The disease has 
spread rapidly throughout the 
Far East, and there was a dis­
covery of two clusters in 
Canada.
The vice president for bio­
logical programs at Nuclear 
Threat Initiative urges the
United States to "help lead 
efforts to reverse complacency 
in industrialized countries," 
concerning infectious diseases.
The new illness seems to 
have developed in Asia. Most 
cases have been in Southern 
China and Vietnam, but sus­
pected cases have been report­
ed in Australia, Canada, 
Britain, Brunei, and Spain, and 
the United States.
Although similar to 
influenza, doctors say it is not 
a member of that family. 
Rather it is a member of the 
Paramyxoviridae family that 
induces a range of illnesses
Letter to the Editor
I am a student at Morehouse College. I am cur­
rently working for the American Legacy Foundation 
with their Project 2030 Internship Program.
The project name, 2030, came from this fact: "This 
year, 3 million people worldwide will die from tobacco 
related illnesses. By the year 2030, the World health 
Organization estimates that figure will rise to 10 mil­
lion."
Anyway, I am giving thanks to you for your accu­
rate description of the Truth campaign. I worked as a 
Truth marketer in New York and Atlanta this past sum­
mer and I was a featured speaker on the Truth radio 
tour. I have run in to many people who criticize us for 
what we are trying to do. Simply stated, we are trying 
to inform the masses, especially the youth, that tobac­
co products are unhealthy and tobacco companies con­
duct “shady” business practices. We don't say “Don't 
smoke.” Truth simply says, "Make an informed deci­
sion." Again, thank you for your article.
Ian Ford
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like measles and mumps.
The virus causes severe 
pneumonia. Symptoms are 
high fever and a dry cough that 
can lead to breathing difficul­
ties.
Within five days the worst 
affected need respirators to 
stay alive. Airports around the 
world are on alert, turning 
away passengers that display 
theses symptoms.
Health officials say that 
discovery of the disease makes 
the diagnosis easier and may 
assist vaccine development.
AP Photo/Greg Baker
A Chinese man wears a mask as he 
cycles on a street outside a hospital 
in Guangzhou, in southern China's 
Guangdong province Thursday 
March 20. After weeks of silence, 
Chinese authorities admitted 
Wednesday March 26, that 31 people 
had died of pneumonia in the 
province of Guangdong, while the 
WHO made the first public link 
between eases in southern China and 
a global outbreak now blamed for at 
least 53 deaths.
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U.S. Secretary of Education Addresses Students
Erika Parrish 
Layout Editor
On Thursday, March 20, 
U.S. Secretary of Education Dr. 
Rod Paige spoke to Spelman 
students and corporate repre­
sentatives in Cosby 
Auditorium. Paige's appearance 
was a keynote event planned as 
part of Spelman's annual 
Corporate Partners event.
"Low expectation is proba­
bly our biggest sin in the class­
room." Paige said during his 
address. His message con­
demned educational systems 
that allowed students to settle 
for mediocrity when excellence 
was attainable. As a former pro­
fessor at Texas Southern 
University and superintendent 
of the Houston Independent 
School District, Paige brought a 
great deal of southern straight­
forwardness to the forum. 
Speaking with authority and 
conviction, Paige gave listeners 
the impression that, aside from 
the recent Iraqi crusade, George 






Elizabeth Smart was returned 
home safely from her two 
abductors.
Elizabeth Smart was found 
along with her abductors alive 
near Salt Lake City on 
Wednesday, March 12. All 
three of them dressed in robes 
and were returning from San 
Diego.
Smart was kidnapped nine 
months ago at knife point from 
her home by a homeless cou­
ple, Brain David and Mitchell 
and Wanda Ilene Barzee. The 
alleged suspects took Smart 
from her bedroom on June 5, 
2002 as her sister witnessed the 
abduction.
The suspect, Brain David 
Mitchell, a self-proclaimed 
prophet who called himself 
“Emmauel,” worked in the 
Smart’s home in November 
2001 as a roofer.
During the nine months, 
Smart stayed with her abduc­
tors not far from home. At 
times, the couple moved 
Elizabeth around. There were 
reports that Mitchell was seen 
in San Diego and Florida.
The abductors brain­
washed Elizabeth so when the 
searchers called her name she 
did not respond because she 
feared for her life.
According to the police, 
tips to Mitchell’s whereabouts 
were provided by two callers. 
Residents noticed the bearded 
and robe-Mitchell as the man 
the police described as the sus­
pect and he was walking two
bettering public education.
Paige commented on sev­
eral initiatives the Bush admin­
istration has taken to remedy 
problems with low educational 
standards, most of which are 
encompassed in the 2002 "No 
Child Left Behind" Act. 
According to Paige’s statistics, 
since 1965, over $300 billion 
have been spent on education, 
but problems with public edu­
cation remain. He reminded the 
crowd that, constitutionally, 
public education is not a federal 
responsibility, but it is a nation­
al concern. He further illustrat­
ed his point by saying that local 
education agencies were con­
cerned with the upkeep of the 
trees, but the National. 
Education Council is the only 
agency that "actually sees the 
forest."
When questioned about the 
current revisit to affirmative 
action issues, Paige referred to 
his roots. "I’m from Texas, and 
in Texas, we had the Hopwood 
case which shut down affirma­
tive action at many premier uni­
AP Photo
PHOTO I Leigh Davenport
Representatives from Kodak speak with a Spelman student during this year’s 




Brian Mitchell, left, and his wife, 
Wanda Barzee, are seen in police 
booking photos taken March 12,
2003, after their arrest in the abduc­
tion of Elizabeth Smart. Lawyers for 
Mitchell aren't discussing how 
they'll defend the self-described 
prophet against charges of sexual 
assault and kidnapping in the case. 
But experts say two options open to 
Mitchell - trying to avoid trial 
through mental incompetency or 
escape prison by pleading insanity - 
will be met by a state legal system 
generally unkind to both strategies.
veiled women. At the time of 
the arrest, Elizabeth was wear­
ing a wig, sunglasses, a blue 
overcoat, and veil covering her 
face.
The police arrested 
Mitchell, 49 and his wife, 
Barzee, 57 in Sandy, Utah.
Mitchell and Barzee were 
charged with aggravated kid­
napping and aggravated sexual 
assault among other charges 
and are expected to enter pleas 
on April 1st.
After the abduction, the 
police focused on 48-year-old 
handyman, Richard Ricci, who 
was called a possible suspect. 
Ricci, who was never charged 
and while he was in the Utah 
State Prison on burglary 
charges, died from a brain 
hemorrhage.
AP Photo
Rod Paige talks with reporters after he was nominated to be secretary of educa­
tion on Dec. 29 in Washington.
versities in Texas." Speaking of 
the recent policies implemented 
in his home state that guarantee 
minorities in the top 10% of 
their graduating class a chance 
to attend these previously 
closed institutions, Paige said 
"I’ve seen it work...It broad­
ened the ambition [of minority 
students] at these schools.
Leigh Davenport
Editor in Chief
Thursday, March 20, 
Spelman College celebrated 
the 1 Oth anniversary Corporate 
Partners program.
The conference featured 
U.S. Secretary of Education, 
Rod Paige as well as Mr. 
Arthur Blank, owner of the 
Atlanta Falcons.
The two day conference 
gave students and opportunity 
to network with the sponsors 
and engage in dialogue about 
various subjects.
Concurrent sessions were 
held throughout Thursday, 
including a student panel, and 
dinner reception.
“”It was a great opportuni­
ty to meet the companies that 
support Spelman,” said
Students now know that they 
have a shot at the premier 
schools in Texas, and I think 
that’s better than the University 
of Michigan saying, ‘I’ll give 
you 20 points on you applica­
tion because you’re black, and 




ners program was established 
in 1993 to held build long-term 
dynamic and productive rela­
tionships between Spelman 
and Corporate America.
Prior to the Program, stu­
dents had limited knowledge of 
opportunities in corporate 
America and minimal access to 
the network of executives that 
can serve as mentors to assist 
in shaping their careers.
Corporate partners estab­
lish scholarships, internships, 
and/or professional employ­
ment opportunities for students 
and alumnae and invest in the 
College by making a major gift 
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Lisa Ziomara Harris is 
a Casting Marketing 
Manager with Disney 
Worldwide Services in 
Orlando, FL. Her pri­
mary responsibility is to 
advertise employment 
opportunities for the 
Entertainment Division 
of the Walt Disney 
World® Resort, Tokyo 
Disneyland and the 
Disney Cruise Line. 
Lisa is also responsible 
for marketing employ­
ment opportunities to 
diverse candidates and 
assisting with the Wait 
Disney World® College 
Program.
Prior to joining Disney, 
Lisa has held market­
ing positions with 
SCANA Energy, and 
Universal Studios 
Orlando. While at 
Universal Studios 
Orlando, Lisa was one 
of six team leaders 
chosen for the media 
launch of the $3 billion 
theme park, Islands of 
Adventure.
Her experience also 
includes working for 
Congressman John 
Conyers, the NBA’s 
Indiana Pacers, feature 
(films such as “Amistad” 
and “Ride” and serving 




Delta Sigma Theta 
Sorority, Inc.
Lisa holds a Bachelor 
of Arts Degree in 
Journalism from the 
University of South 
Carolina and a 
Bachelor of Science in 
Theatre and Political 
Science from Florida 
A & M University.
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ABOVE: Dr. Beverly Danoel Tatum, Spelman College’s ninth president, is pictured before a quote carved into the walls of Morehouse’s King Chapel. BELOW: Ms. 
Spelman, Kristen Aiken, with her Court seen on the Oval during the inauguration festivities.
Tk
Dr. B
Dr. Beverly Daniel Tatum wi 
President of Spelman Colleg« 
theme of the inaugura tion w 
Liberal Arts Education in th< 
from Dr. Tatum's inaugural 
Generation.
“...Though I am a clinical psyc 
graduate degree is a Masters c 
Hartford Seminary. My advisoi 
j Barbara Brown Zikmund. On 1 
requirements, she and I discu: 
I had considered becoming a c 
thinking about the possibility, 
dent of just any college. You h 
because the work is so deman 
days a week. But, she said, “y< 
this first year, I have come to i 
meant. I love Spelman College, 
ing to stand here before you tc 
serve as the ninth President ol
“From its earliest days, Spelrrn 
Black women in an otherwise » 
Spelman College education wa 
37% of the graduates from lfh 
sional degrees, a remarkable a 
racial and gender discri)minati<
PHOTO I Leigh Davenport
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The Inauguration of
Beverly Danie 1 T atu • a
liel Tatum was officially installed as the ninth 
elman College on Saturday, March 22. The 
augura.tion was In Search of Social Justice: 
ucation in the 21st Century. Below are excerpts 
l's inaugural address titled, Spelman: The Next
a clinical psychologist by training, my most recent 
is a Masters degree in Religious Studies from 
Lry. My advisor was the president of the seminary, 
Zikmund. On the day I completed my degree 
le and I discussed my future plans. She asked me if 
[ becoming a college president. When I said I was 
he possibility, she told me, “You can’t be the presi- 
college. You have to find one that you can truly love 
k is so demanding, you work 24 hours a day, seven 
t, she siaid, “you will do a lot for your lover.” And in 
have come to understand quite clearly what she 
elman College, and I consider it a tremendous bless- 
5 before you today publicly accepting the call to 
th President of Spelman.”
t days, Spelman was a beacon of opportunity for 
an otherwise dark landscape. The power of the 
education was demonstrated in the fact that over 
jates from 1928-1953 earned graduate and profes- 
l remarkable achievement in an era marked by overt | 
:r discrimination.”
*courtesy of the Spelman College web site* j
PHOTO I Leigh Davenport
ABOVE: Dr. Tatum is inter­
viewed by Fox 5 News. The 
inaugural events were fea­
tured in many media broad­
casts and announcements 
throughout the metro Atlanta 
area.
AT RIGHT: Rev. Lisa 
Rhodes, Spelman's Dean of 
Sisters Chapel, Dr. Walter 
Massey, President of
Morehouse College, and Dr. 
Audrey Forbes Manley,
President emeritus of 
Spelman College, exit the 
inaugural ceremony at King 
Chapel.
PHOTO I Leigh Davenport
AT LEFT: Spelman students, 
dressed in traditional ceremonial 
attire, participate in the inaugura­
tion processional. Hundreds of 
Spelmanites volunteered to line the 
path from the gates of Spelman to 
Morehouse’s King Chapel, where the 
inauguration ceremony took place.
6 TUESDAY, APRIL 1, 2003 ARTS & LIVING THE SPELMAN SPOTLIGHT
U.S. President 





Arguably when two of the 
funniest comedians join forces 
on screen, the result should be a 
belly-aching blockbuster. 
When those comedians are 
Bernie Mac and Chris Rock, the 
box office should beware.
Co-produced and written 
by Chris Rock, Head of State 
hit the box offices last Friday. 
Unfortunately the biggest hit 
about this movie were the 
blows dealt by Bernie Mac as 
greeting to his younger brother 
Chris Rock, throughout the 
film.
The movie tells the story 
of a young black man who runs 
for president.
“We’ve all seen movies 
with a Black President or Vice 
President, but the premise was 
always Black President,” says 
Rock. “I wanted to make a 
movie where a Black guy just 
happens to be running for 
President.
After the party’s first nom­
inee unexpectedly dies. Mays 
Gilliam, (Chris Rock), is cho­
sen to replace the candidate. 
With everyone expecting a loss, 
Mays Gillam is the underdog 
for any chance at the 
Presidency. His running mate 
and brother, Mitch Gillam, 
(Bernie Mac) helps give Mays 
the confidence to be himself 
and make a passionate attempt 
to win the election.
The ‘down to earth’ black 
man being real with the rich 
politicians comedy is cheap, 
and the character’s need to be 
gaudy and bright doesn’t help 
to depict a black man who just 
happens to be running for 
President. While the film was 
entertaining, it certainly didn’t 
live up to the promise of its fea­
ture stars and their comedic 
praise.
The jokes are safely satiri­
cal and not quite funny enough. 
The plot which cannot escape 
being seen as “a Black presi­
dent,” movie is predictable and 
common.
Rock commented the this
Director, producer, co-writer and star CHRIS ROCK (right) shares a laugh with star BERNIE MAC (left) on the set of 
DreamWorks Pictures' comedy HEAD OF STATE.
was some of his best work. “I 
really didn’t like “Bad 
Company,” but I feel like this is 
the right mixture of jokes and 
acting.”
The critics don’t agree. 
Bernie Mac’s hilarious tal­
ent is misused on his bland 
character, whose funniest quirk 
is hitting people hard as a sign
of friendship.
“Chris and I have a tremen­
dous amount of respect for each 
other,” says Mac, “I think he is 
one of the true comedians, so 
working with him was a luxury 
for me.”
Unfortunately the respect 
between the two did not pro­
duce half of the comedy seen in
one of their stand up routines.
Rock makes great criticism 
of the American political sys­
tem but overall the movies lack 
conviction.
While there are certainly 
comical moments in this film, 
the plot is quite unoriginal and 
the humor is inconsistent.
Grade= C+
The Reality of Reality Television: We’ve Had Quite Enough
• Networks are loading
the airwaves with




It seems like every time I 
turn on the television to catch 
one of my favorite reality t.v. 
shows, they are advertising for 
yet another show. They are 
usually based off of your fears, 
or who is the riches single per­
son in the world who is really 
not rich and probably has a 
family or two, and how many 
desperate women can apply to 
get him to fall in love with them 
in a matter of three weeks.
There are shows that have 
people going on dates with a 
camera following them around 
all day, displaying the most 
unrealistic dates ever, and 
shows bringing people together 
who haven’t seen each other 
since high school; twenty five 
years ago. And does anyone 
really understand the concept of 
The Mole? So I pose this ques­
tion to you; haven’t we had 
enough yet?
It all started for us when 
"people stop being polite, and 
start getting real..." MTV 
introduced generation X to a 
new concept of t.v. shows. This 
idea of bringing seven complete 
strangers together to live in a 
house and have their entire lives 
taped for six weeks, was some­
thing that no one really knew
PHOTO I MTV.com
The cast of Evan Marriot
MTV’s “The captured his 15
Real World: Las minutes of fame
Vegas”. This is as a bachelor
the reality seeking a wife in
series’ 12th sea­ the Fox reality
son, and the series “Joe
show’s success Millionaire”.
sparked a new The show cen­
generation of tered around the
reality series for familiar reality
the network, show theme of
including finding a life
“Sorority Life” partner. This
and, most series, however,
recently, had the distinc­
"Fraternity tion of boasting
Life," botli of a millionaire
which detail the bachelor-who




What was this reality t.v. 
"thing?" How could it possibly 
work? But it did work, and the 
aftermath of MTV’s small proj­
ect, has resulted in eleven sea­
sons of The Real World.
Sophomore Lauren Shands 
feels that reality t.v. has taken it 
too far, "They’re getting out of 
control. The Real World fell 
off." Shands goes on to say that 
even her favorite reality shows 
have depleted in there content, 
"I used to look forward to it 
[The Real World] every week, 
but now it’s too dramatic, the 
drama seems unreal."
The media saw how much 
this new creation was a phe­
nomenon amongst the public, 
and decided to go ahead and 
create more.
"I think there are way too 
many of them," sophomore 
Avrielle White said. White
goes on to say, "Initially it was 
a good idea, but then they took 
a good thing and made it into a 
bad thing because they over did 
it."
Since the beginning of the 
reality t.v. binge, there have 
been many more additions to 
the roster. Some examples 
include: American Idol, The 
Bachelor, The Bachelorette, 
Blind Date, Joe Millionaire, 
Fear Factor, Survivor, The 
Osbournes, Making the Band, 
Road Rules, and Trading 
Spaces, just to name a few.
"I think they are really out 
of hand and ridiculous," says 
sophomore Joy Terrell. Terrell 
adds that there are a few excep­
tions, but as a whole it’s exces­
sive, "I liked the first American 
Idol and The Real World, but 
that’s it."
Another question we 
should ask is how has reality
t.v. become such a phenomenon 
in the first place? We can sum 
the answer up in one word, 
Escapism. This is the idea of 
people escaping from their own 
lives and becoming obsessed 
with someone else’s life.
Why are we sitting around 
with our girlfriends talking 
about the horrible singer on 
American Idol last night, or the 
new car that Ja Rule just added 
to his thirteen car collection, 
instead of the fact that North 
Korea is becoming a serious 
threat to the country?
Regular people find pleas­
ure out of forgetting their 
everyday problems and living 
vicariously through other peo­
ple’s problems because it is 
more interesting and enjoyable.
The concepts of reality t.v. 
has been played out repeatedly 
and producers are forced to 
come up with ideas that don’t
make much sense, but that fill 
up time slots. The original 
shows were on to something 
spectacular and refreshing for 
the viewing public. 
Unfortunately, reality t.v. has 
lost its flair and is rapidly losing 
its audience.
"Compare it to a song on 
the radio," says White, "When a 
good one comes out they over 
play it and it ruins the whole 
effect."
To answer my own ques­
tion, yes, we have had enough. 
We are the ones who have to 
deal with blind dates, and 
washed up celebrities complet­
ing missions, and people 
stranded out in the middle of 
the Amazon with nothing to eat 
but soil and grass.
It was fun while it lasted, 
ABC, NBC, CBS, and FOX, 
but it’s about time to hang it up.
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As Operation “Iraqi 
Freedom” sweeps through Iraq, 
here at home there are works in 
play to fundamentally compro­
mise your in alienable rights. As 
tanks and war planes sweep into 
Iraq, legislation is slowly but 
very surely being put in place to 
undermine the old democracy. 
After Sept. 11th, the first Patriot 
Act was passed. Deemed essen­
tial for homeland security, it 
began a democratically treason­
ous trend led by the executive 
of the United States.
The Patriot Act increases 
government surveillance, 
detention and other law 
enforcement powers while 
reducing basic checks and bal­
ances on such powers. By using 
Executive Orders to combat ter­
rorism, the executive has been 
operating outside the purview 
of both the legislature and the 
judiciary. As a result, the consti­
tutional guarantees of both citi­
zens and non-citizens are com­
promised.
The Patriot 2, which is now 
being considered, further 
erodes the basic rights that pro­
tect every citizen and non-citi­
zen in the United States. Here 
are a few of the suggested 
measures in the Patriot 2 Act.
It authorizes secret arrests. 
It strips citizenship from any 
person supporting any group
designated as terrorist, even if 
they didn't know it was. It 
forces libraries and bookstores 
to divulge information on cus­
tomers buying or reading 
habits. It creates a DNA data­
base of citizens suspected of 
association with terrorists. It 
permits unlimited wiretapping 
without judicial oversight.
So what are you going to 
do about it?
The pervasive feeling of 
hopelessness among the 
American public must stop. If 
you do not agree with what is 
going on, do something about 
it. Is this not the very “freedom” 
that is being forcibly exported 
to, Iraq? You feel that you are 
powerless, but what you must 
understand is that the power 
rests fully with you.
It is now time for you to 
become actively involved in the 
running of your country. The 
powers now afforded to the 
executive can go beyond affect­
ing solely suspected terrorists 
and impact you. Imagine for a 
moment what would happen if 
one day you decided to dis­
agree. Under the Constitution 
you have that right, but under 
Patriot and Patriot 2, you can be 
deemed a terrorist.
President Bush is right: 
every American should support 
and fight for the protection of 
democracy. So let’s call the 
troops home, elect a new presi­
dent and set things right.
INQUISITIVE ELEVEN
11. They’ll never be the same.
1. Wasn’t Miami like the strip with sand?
2. Didn’t your Morehouse brother act like he did­
n’t know you?
3. Why were 600 people at the beer bash?
4. Isn’t this spring semester much better than 
last years? Does that mean ‘05 is wack?
5. Whose gonna be the smart individual that 
turns the AUC into a reality series?lf there is one 
shouldn’t it be called “I NEED ATTENTION”!!!!
6. Was it weird to anybody else, that the televi­
sions in the club were broadcasting war cover­
age?
7. Isn’t ‘04 kinda hype?
8. Aren’t you excited about the upcoming pag­
eants?
9. So what did we really think about Rod Paige?
10. Don’t you wish you had never told anybody 
about studying in the “Library”?
The Politics of Greek Life from the Perspective of a Non-Greek
Erika Parrish 
Layout Editor
Before I begin, I suppose I 
should pause to insert my offi­
cial disclaimer: I am not a 
member of a sorority. My 
views are my own and may not 
accurately reflect the opinions 
of the Spotlight staff or of any 
sorority member.
The March 7, 2003 issue 
of The Spelman Spotlight 
included an article that com­
mented on Greek aspirants 
attempting to parlay political 
elections into Greek member­
ship. Less recently, an 
unnamed Spelman student pub­
lished a list of twenty-one 
questions touching on every­
thing from shady election 
strategies to popular ploys used 
to "make line". The topic of 
Greek politics is on everyone's 
lips, but it seems that the only 
people talking are those that 
aren't representatives of these 
organizations. Of course, I 
number myself among the 
guilty with the penning of this 
editorial, but being of sound 
mind and level head, I feel con­
fident that I can express my 
view on Greek operation with­
out being partial.
Are Greek organizations
divisive? Of course they are. 
Whenever a group of people is 
given a choice of membership 
to one group or another, and 
the groups are naturally com­
petitive, there is bound to be 
division into at least three 
groups: those that choose 
Organization A, those that 
choose Organization B, and 
those that choose neither. That 
seems perfectly natural, and 
really does not require explana­
tion or excusing; it's simply 
human nature.
Does that division breed 
competition? Certainly. A brief 
overview of the early history of 
Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc. will confirm that members 
the Alpha Chapters of both 
Delta and Alpha Kappa Alpha 
(both situated at Howard) com­
peted to have the highest grade 
point averages or the most 
prestigious posts on campus. 
The competition between the 
two groups didn’t suddenly 
emerge here at Spelman to 
plague student elections. It isn't 
a new thing.
Greek involvement in the 
political process is the perfect 
example of a party system at 
work (bear with me; I'm a 
Political Science major). Two 
groups, both with similar plat­
forms, seek to have as many 
members of their respective 
group elected to positions of 
leadership to further advance 
that group's ideology, or, in this 
case, expand on that group's 
tradition and history. The fact 
that competition between 
sororities and fraternities con­
tinues today shouldn’t dissuade 
non-members from participat­
ing in the political process: the 
majority of American politi­
cians are either Democrat or 
Republican, but that doesn't 
stop an Independent candidate 
from entering the race and win­
ning. Ask next year's senior 
class president.
"But this isn't the same 
thing, Erika," I can hear some 
of you saying in protest. "To be 
a Republican or Democrat, all 
you have to do is say, 'I'm a 
Republican,' or 'I'm a 
Democrat,' and it's done. 
Sororities don't work like that." 
That's a point well made, and it 
does let a bit of air out of my 
argument. There could be stu­
dents who, perhaps at the 
advice of sorority members or 
maybe by their own recogni­
zance, choose to run for office 
to bolster what might be a lack­
luster resume or to secure 
membership. I've never been
one of them, so I can't confirm 
or deny it. If it is true, I honest­
ly can't say without a shadow 
of a doubt if that indicts one 
party or another with some 
degree of guilt. I can't say with 
conviction that people who 
campaign under those circum­
stances do so in bad faith. 
Running for office is a big 
commitment, and anyone who 
undertakes the role of student 
leadership for the wrong rea­
sons is bound to be in for a 
bumpy ride anyhow. But it's 
also a choice that anyone can 
decline, even if they feel pres­
sured to do otherwise.
Are sororities even neces­
sary on a black college cam­
pus? There must have been a 
reason for Spelman's adminis­
tration's aversion to allowing 
them here. When you go to a 
majority white school, the 
allure of sororities and fraterni­
ties includes the company of 
other minority students. But 
that dynamic disappears at a 
black college; the minority is 
the majority. A good deal of 
Greek organizations' purpose is 
service, but so is Spelman's. 
Community service is instilled 
in every Spelman woman, not 
just Spelman Greeks. 
Sororities instill a sense of sis­
terhood, but I got that during 
new student orientation. Why 
should women on an all black 
campus feel compelled to join 
a sorority?
I tried to formulate a good 
answer to that question. The 
truth is I can't. There's no way 
for me to encompass every­
one's reason for joining sorori­
ties at Spelman. The truth is 
they aren't for everyone. For 
some women, the Spelman sis­
terhood is enough, and others 
seek the sisterhood of a smaller 
group within our gates. It's not 
my place to defend or attack 
either side's position. The truth 
is that even if sororities weren't 
here, we'd find another way to 
divide ourselves: skin color, 
socioeconomic status, GPA, 
whatever. People (black 
women especially) thrive on 
division and competition. I can 
almost assure that, if there 
were never an Eta Kappa, a 
Beta Iota or a Mu Pi, some­
where down the line the same 
issues could occur between the 
rich girls and the poor girls. If 
we're going to be divided, I 
suppose I feel a little better 
thinking that it's in the name of 
organizations with a higher 
purpose instead of in the name 
of my daddy's W-2s.
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